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Kalam had conceived wind tunnel energy facility at IIT-

Kanpur 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kanpur/Kalam-had-conceived-wind-tunnel-energy-facility-at-IIT-

Kanpur/articleshow/48293804.cms 

Late President, A P J Abdul Kalam had a special connect with IIT-Kanpur. The wind tunnel facility at the institute was 

conceived by him in early 1990s. He discussed the idea with his friends (Late) Prof NN Arora and Prof NGR Iyenger, who 

were then senior professors of aerospace engineering in IIT-Kanpur.  

 

It then took five years for the construction of the wind tunnel facility to come up on the institute and was inaugurated 

on January 24 in 1999. But Kalam had missed the function despite the fact that he was to inaugurate it. But the Missile 

Man returned to the institute to see the wind tunnel facility on May 29 in the same year which had impressed him 

much. Arora and Iyengar had showed the facility to Kalam. He was then the chief scientific adviser to the Prime Minister 

and the secretary of Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). Today IIT-Kanpur's wind tunnel facility is 

one of the best across the country. The institute is thankful to Kalam for his vision.  

 

"Kalam Sir used to inquire about the development of wind tunnel from his friends (Late) Prof NN Arora and Prof NGR 

Iyengar. But when he had missed the inauguration function of the facility on January 24 in 1999, he had expressed 

sorrow during his visit to the institute on May 29 in the same year. He then saw the newly developed facility and hailed 

the efforts of his friends. He spoke in detail about the usefulness of the facility with his professor friends," recalled 

Rajeev Gupta, who is the principal engineer of the national wind tunnel facility at IIT-Kanpur at present.  

 

Kalam had visited the institute thrice. While he made his first visit to the institute on May 29 in 1999, he visited for the 

last time on October 31, 2012. In 2012, he was the chief guest of the golden jubilee celebrations of Students Gymkhana.  
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At the student Gymkhana's golden jubilee celebration, Kalam had hit the gong to mark the start of the programmes. He 

had released a helium-filled balloon capable of imaging, equipped with a powerful camera. Besides taking aerial 

pictures, the balloon was capable to keep an eye on the campus and its surroundings.  

 

He had spent some time at the air strip of the institute where an air show was planned by the Aero Modeling Club. 

Later, Kalam had inspected the wind tunnel facility at the institute. 
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